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Pancharatra has been chosen. This is because it gives
what we may take as an outline of the general doctrines
of a devotional school of thought very near the Vis'isht-
advaita Philosophy as taught by S'ri Ramanujacharya
and his leading followers.

The arguments by which a certain European scholar
has tried ta prove this ancient and valuable book a
worthless forgery cannot convince an adherent of Vaish-
nava religion or philosophy. Its teachings do not pretend
to be exhaustive, it is true; for example, they say
nothing for or against the doctrine of the VyUhas, which
tells us nothing whatever about its date. But they are
nowhere heretical; they are in entire consonance with
those of the greater Scriptures of Hindu Devotion.
Considerations of the date at which this book was
written down are quite irrelevant to the question of its
authenticity and inspiration; God speaks to men as
clearly today as in the most remote of ages, for He is
not bound by Time.

The other great Scripture, which has been included
in extenso as Chapter 5 of this ' Gospel', needs no such
defence. The Narada BHakti Siltras have long been
regarded as the most authoritative summary of the
Hindu teachings on Devotion which we possess. Even
materialists, who always like to demean the world's
scriptures, cannot but admit that here we have a very
ancient book, whose doctrine is best attested by experi-
ence and intelligent observation.1

1 I have not traced a copy of the * Rohtakamandala '. of which
the Narada Gita used in our Ch. 4 is a part.